There are several recent reports that COVID-19 infected patients who report olfactory impairment (anosmia) become less severely ill than COVID-19 patients who do not report anosmia. Hopkins and Kumar [@b0005] reported that there are many "isolated anosmia" COVID-19 cases (i.e., absence of other symptoms) in the U.K, Europe, USA, Asia and Iran. LaFee [@b0010] reported that 73.1% of COVID-19 patients treated as outpatients were anosmic, compared to only 33.3% of COVID-19 patients requiring hospitalization who were anosmic. Yan et al. [@b0015] stated, "Patients reporting loss of smell were 10 times less likely to be admitted for COVID**‐**19...compared to those without loss of smell. Furthermore anosmia/hyposmia was not associated with any other measures typically related to the decision to admit, suggesting that smell loss is truly an independent correlate and may serve as a marker for milder manifestations of COVID**‐**19\".

Perhaps if the COVID-19 virus is conveyed by inhalation through the nose, it becomes lodged and rendered relatively inactive in the nasal mucus. Indeed, Xydakis et al. [@b0020] reported that "traditional nasal cavity manifestations, as seen in other upper respiratory infections (e.g., rhinovirus, influenza, and adenovirus), are commonly absent in patients with COVID-19." However, if the COVID-19 virus is conveyed by inhalation through the mouth, it would travel more directly to the trachea, bronchi and lungs, where the viral infection would have a more toxic systemic impact. This suggests the hypothesis that persons who inhale the virus through the mouth, e.g., during speaking, shouting, singing, physical exertion, or just habitually during general activity, will be more likely to develop severe COVID-19 symptoms than persons who inhale the virus through the nose, in which latter case an equivalent intake of virus load would tend to be sequestered in nasal mucus and thereby rendered less toxic.
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